
Real College CA 2025 
Survey RESULTS
B A S I C  N E E D S

Insecurities such as food insecurity, housing insecurity, and homelessness may have a 
negative impact on students and their ability to succeed educationally. Educational 
institutions continue to provide support to students to mitigate these challenges, and this 
survey is intended to guide our institutional efforts by highlighting the gaps that still exist. 

Respondents

76,978 Responses
102 California Community Colleges Participated

15% 71%

Male Female

182 responses
157 Complete (completed the entire survey)
25 Partial (answered some of the survey)

29% 66%

Statewide 2025

BCC 2025

3%

1%

Non-Binary

01 ANY INSECURITY

On average, 7 out of every 10 BCC survey 
respondents experience at least one basic 
needs insecurity. BCC respondents also show 
a higher rate of basic needs insecurity 
compared to statewide rates.

Meaning respondent reported at least one basic needs insecurity.*

*Definition was derived from the 2025 Basic Needs Survey Book

BCC 2025: 73%
Statewide 2025: 67%

BCC 2025- Any Insecurity by Ethnicity
95%

89%

73% 71% 70%

African American or Black *Small Groups Hispanic or Latina/o/x White or Caucasian Other

*Ethnicities with N<10 were combined into the "Small Groups" grouping, which includes all Asian ethnicities, American 
Indian/Native American/Alaskan Native, and Pacific Islander/Native Hawaiian
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Food insecurity is the limited or 
uncertain availability of nutritionally 
adequate and safe food, or the ability 
to acquire such food in a socially 
acceptable manner. 

Food Insecurity

Measured in the survey as past 30 days*
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Definition below was derived from the 2025 Basic Needs Survey Book
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Overall food insecurity (either low or
very low food security) for BCC 
respondents exceeds the statewide 
rate in 2025 by 6 percentage points. 

Food Insecurity by Ethnicity
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*Ethnicities with N<10 were combined into the "Small Groups" grouping, which includes all Asian ethnicities, American 
Indian/Native American/Alaskan Native, and Pacific Islander/Native Hawaiian, due to this, there wasn't a state comparison for 
this group.

Food Insecurity by Age
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*20% of BCC respondents who were identified as food insecure did not disclose their age.

Food Insecurity by Gender
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White students at BCC who responded to the survey experience food insecurity 
at a rate 15 percentage points higher than the statewide average. Students in the 
“Small Groups” show an even greater disparity, with food insecurity rates 17 
percentage points above the state. In contrast, all other reported ethnic groups at 
BCC exhibit food insecurity rates that are slightly lower than, or closely aligned 
with, statewide levels.

Older BCC students experience notably higher food insecurity than their 
statewide peers. Students ages 26 to 30 at BCC report food insecurity at a rate 17 
percentage points above the state average, while students ages 30 and older 
experience rates 11 percentage points higher than statewide levels.

Gender-based disparities in food insecurity are more pronounced at BCC 
compared to statewide patterns. Women at BCC experience food insecurity at a 
rate 25 percentage points higher than the statewide average, while men at BCC 
report rates 7 percentage points above statewide levels.

03Housing Insecurity

Housing insecurity
includes a broad set
of challenges such as
the inability to pay
rent or utilities, or
the need to move
frequently.

Measured in the survey as past 12 months*

Definition below was derived from the 2025 Basic Needs Survey Book
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66%

Statewide 2025 BCC 2025

Housing Insecurity by Ethnicity

75%75%​​75%

53%53%​​53%

62%62%​​62%

52%52%​​52%

70%70%​​70%

66%66%​​66%

72%72%​​72%

65%65%​​65%

60%60%​​60%

60%60%​​60%

Statewide 2025 BCC 2025

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

African American or Black

*Small Groups

Hispanic or Latina/o/x

White or Caucasian

Other

Housing Insecurity by Age
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*36% of BCC respondents who were identified as housing insecure did not disclose their age.

Housing Insecurity by Gender
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Overall, BCC students experience housing 
insecurity at rates 8 percentage points above 
the state. 

*Ethnicities with N<10 were combined into the "Small Groups" grouping, which includes all Asian ethnicities, American 
Indian/Native American/Alaskan Native, and Pacific Islander/Native Hawaiian. Due to this, there wasn't a state comparison for 
this group.

Housing insecurity is consistently higher among BCC students than statewide 
averages across multiple demographic groups. Students in the “Small Groups” 
show the largest disparity, with rates 19 percentage points higher than statewide 
levels. White students face an 8-point gap compared to the state.

Gender disparities follow a similar pattern, with women experiencing a 12-point 
gap and men a 9-point gap relative to statewide levels.

Age-related differences are also notable: students over 30 at BCC report housing 
insecurity at a rate 14 percentage points higher than their statewide peers. 
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Homelessness means that a 
person does not have a stable 
place to live.  Students were 
identified as homeless if they 
responded affirmatively to a 
questions asking if they had 
been homeless or if they 
identified living conditions that 
are considered signs of 
homelessness (e.g. couch 
surfing, living somewhere not 
meant for habitation).

Homelessness

Measured in the survey as past 12 months*

Definition below was derived from the 2025 Basic Needs Survey Book
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Homelessness by Ethnicity
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*Ethnicities with N<10 were combined into the "Small Groups" grouping, which includes all Asian ethnicities, and American 
Indian/Native American/Alaskan Native, due to this, there wasn't a state comparison for this group.

Homelessness by Age
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*16% of BCC respondents who were identified as homeless did not disclose their age.

Homelessness by Gender
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Rates of homelessness at BCC are higher than the state for Black/African 
American and White students by 16 percentage points, and Hispanic/Latina/o/x 
by 4 percentage points.

Overall, BCC students experience 
homelessness at rates 12 percentage points 
above the state. 

Homelessness rates among BCC students exceed statewide levels across age 
and gender groups. Students ages 26–30 at BCC experience homelessness at a 
rate 24 percentage points higher than their statewide peers, while students ages 
30 and older face a 21-point gap. Gender differences show similarly elevated 
rates: women at BCC experience homelessness 15 percentage points above 
statewide levels, and men experience a 23-point gap. Notably, homelessness is 
the only form of basic needs insecurity in this survey where BCC men were 
affected at a higher rate than BCC women.

SOURCE:
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