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Hypotheses

 1. There is a disproportionately high percentage of 
single mothers in the Barstow area.

 2. Due to the lack of training and education, a 
majority of these single-mother families are living 
in poverty.

 3. In order to make a living and support their 
families, post-secondary education often becomes 
a lower priority.

 4. As a result, we see a lower persistence among 20-
24 year-old females.



Marital 
Status

 There are no significant differences between 
Barstow and statewide in marital status

 Males are almost identical

 There are about 5% more married females 
statewide as compared to Barstow.



Fertility

 Unmarried women between 15 and 50 who had a 
birth in the last 12 months

 Statewide: 32.6%

 Barstow: 66.9%



Economic 
Status

 Families with children under age 5, living below 
poverty level

 Statewide: 15.1% Barstow: 45.7%

 Single-mother families with children under age 5, 
living below poverty level

 Statewide: 39.3% Barstow: 67.8%



Persistence

 % students who enrolled in first 3 consecutive 
terms.

 There is a >10% drop from the “Under 20” age 
group and the “20-24” group.
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